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FoLLOWING Is TEXT oF PRESS RELEASE wHICH YOU SHOULD RELEASE FROM
SAIPAN THIS WEEKEND TO NEWS MEDIA oN THE BIKINI Radiological””
SURVEY-: PLS ADVISE us BY RETURN TELEX”OF DATE OF YOUR RELEASE SO
WE CAN ISSUE RELEASE HERE NEXT WEEK WITH “SAilE”DAIE~~ ‘TEXT ‘FOLLOWS:. . . . . -..’ .-.. . .. ..

BIKINI ISLANDERS RETURN TO HoME lSL.ANi) DELAYED. . ..- ...

THE PLANNED RETURN IN flID-sEF’TEkISER OF THE FIRST OFFICIAL
CONTINGENT OF soh~E lsa BI!hl$NS TO THEIR HO:4E “ATo~~HM BEEN.POST-.
PoNED TO PERMIT COirlPLETE ANALYSIS AND”EVALUATION & THE”LATEST- ““ ‘~

RADIOLOGICAL SURVEyo. IT WAS CONDUCTED IN JUNE 1975 BY THE ENERGY
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPf.lENT ADi41NISTRATIoN (ERDA> ON. BIKINI ’A-rOL~O. --. . . .,

BIKXFJI WAS THE SITE OF 23 NUCLEAR TESTS (INCLUDING SURFACE AND
Sllq-SURfACE BURSTS) IN THE PERIOD 1946-58.. THS 31KIN1ANS WZRE
M L ~D FROM BIKINI ATOLL BEFORE TESTING-3SGAf10. THEY WERE
SUBSEQUENTLY SETTLED T&i.l?OR4RILY ON KILI ISLAND. - ALSO IN THE
MARSHALLS. IN AUGUST, 196S, PRESIDENT JOHNSON -AbJfJOUNCED THAT

THE BIKINI.ANS WOULD BE”A9LE TO RETURN TO”THEIR HO!-IELANDAT A“LATER
TIt4Eo: HE”DIRECTED THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIORS DEPARTMENT. .
OF Di5FENSES AND THE ATO!41C ENERGY CON1’IISSION (iflOW”PARTOF ERDA)
TO COOPERATE IN PREPARING FOR THEIR RETURNO. - ““ “ ‘ - .

..- -s
TkJO ISLANDS OF THE ATOLL, BIKINI AND ENEUJ !4ERE DETERMINED IN
1967 TO BE SAFE FOR HABITATION WITH CERTAIN ”RESTRICTIC)t#S NECESSARY
FOR” BIKINI ISLAtJDO. SINCE THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI ‘ATOLLTRADITIONQLLY
HAD THEIR NAIN LIVING SE’rTLEi4ZNT ON BIKINI ISLA3JD, THEY ”EL<CTED -
To HAVE THE NEW SET7_LZb15NT STARTED THERE WITH THE UNi3ERSTANDINA-
THAT SOilE RESTRICTIONS ~LJERE NEEDED AND coNT~NuQL RADIOLOGICAL
CHECKS IJJERETO BE rlnDE BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THEIR RETURN TO THE
XSLANDo :

. ,.

‘As PART oF THE CONTINUING 1.10F!ITOl?I~JGOF BIKIiJI ATOLL A !jlJRvEy

CoNDUCTED BY ERDA IN JU$JE 1975, REVEALS THE PRECAU”fIONARY “
14EASURES RECOMi4ENDED IN 1967!4AY REOulRE i40DIFICAT10P~.. A sTUD’f

OF THE JUIJE 1975 DATA IS uN3SR:J-4y AND DEFINITIVE RiZCO[4iYlZNDAT~ONS
ARE EXPECTED IN ABOUT SIX :4~!iTHSFRC)i4NO!?.. Dc)E ARCHIVM

THE DZPART/4ENT OF T}{E-’INTERIOR, WITH PRIIIARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR
~~r TRUST TERRIToRy o~ Tf{ZPA’:IFIC ~SLAN~S OF WHICH BIKINI A’rCILL

PART, HAS BEEN ccIPJsTRucTIr4G THE FIRST PH.zIsE07 THE NEW
SETTLEMENT brJ BIKINI ISLAND*. THE DEPARTtiZNT RECOXXENDLZD THIS WEEK
TH?iT THE FIRST oFFICIAL CONTINGENT WAI”i_IpJGON KIL1 sHfJuL’j’D:~Ay”

THXIR MOV,E PENDING FURT}4ER AIIALYSIS OF THE R;:CENT ~.4DIo~oGIcAL -
SURVEY. . . . .
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@STRICT” ADMI~l~TRATOR OSCAR DEBRUM OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

.9. DI$t RI CT* REPRESENTATIVES OF Ef?DA AND LEGAL REPRES~NTATIVES OF THE

; PEOPLE OF BIKINI ARE sCHEDULED TO DEPART 14AJdRC);
THE DI$TRICT’” ‘

1’ ENTZR8 THE FIRsT WEEK OF SEPTEM9ER FOR KILI ISLAND:: THERE ’Tfisy

WILL DISCUSS WITH THE B~KINI ~EOPLE THE PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF. -
THE JUNE 197S SURVEY PRIOR TO ANY RESETTLEMENT -RECOMMENDATIONS.’ .

ENEU ISLANDS”

,

WHICH LIES FOUR MILEs’FR~M BIKINI ISLAND AND FORi”lS “

PART OF THE OVERALL HABITATIoN AREA, HAS fQoT BEEN PLACED UNDER”

ANY RESTRICTION~O. FURTHER STUDIES ARE UNDER CONSIDERATIO~i: “
. . -.

END TEXT OF RZLEAS~s: DOTA SENDS-:
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